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5th Sunday of Lent (B) 

17th March 2024 
 

In the First Reading the Prophet Jeremiah is warning the people of Israel 

and Judah that because of their lack of faith and obedience to the Laws 

of Moses and to God Himself, God will make void His covenant with 

them and make a “new” one with different terms and conditions. This is 

referring to the New and Everlasting Covenant signed and sealed with the 

blood of Jesus Christ. 

 The Responsorial Psalm is the great penitential psalm; the Miserere. It is 

a reflection on the sin of David, but it can and should be our prayer of 

contrition for any and all offenses that we might have committed. You are encouraged to read and 

meditate on the entire Psalm frequently during Lent, but particularly on Good Friday.  

In the Second Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews the writer has summed up in this single sentence 

the essence of Christ’s Passion and Death, both in its human form and its divine form. We must remember 

that although Jesus was God, He was also human. His suffering was real and more intense than we could 

endure, but through His sacrifice, He achieved the goal that was prophesied by Jeremiah above. He was 

the perfect offering and it had God’s full acceptance, signified by the Resurrection.  

The Gospel Reading is taken from the Gospel of John. At first, we might wonder why Jesus didn’t invite 

the Greek visitors in and talk with them, but as we read on we find that this was a serious time for the 

Master and for the disciples. Jesus doesn’t want disciples who just want to “see” Him. He wants disciples 

who are willing to follow Him – to the death, if necessary. This was Jesus’ “Hour,” a time and point of 

no return. As we approach the ending of our Lenten Journey, we should step back to see if we have 

progressed on our “road to Calvary.” The question that we should ask of ourselves is: “Are we just one 

of the spectators watching Jesus going by, carrying His cross, or are we truly one of His disciples begging 

forgiveness for our part in this scene?” 
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Offertory Collection/Donations 

If you do not have any cash you can donate by scanning this QR code with a smart 

phone. 
 

The Season of Lent 

 The Season of Lent is a wonderful season of penance and spiritual renewal that prepares 

us to celebrate the great feast of the Lord’s Death and Resurrection at 

Easter. To help us in our preparation the Church encourages us to practice 

faithfully the disciplines of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. There is no better 

way to sanctify the season than the frequent celebration of Mass for those 

who are able. The discipline of our Lenten Observance leads us to the beauty of Easter joy. 
 

Easter Services 
The main Holy Week Services this year will be: 

Passion Sunday ~ 5.30pm Saturday Mass with Blessing of Palms 

               ~      11.00am Mass with Blessing of Palms 

Maundy Thursday ~ 5.30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper  

Good Friday ~ 3.00pm Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 

Holy Saturday ~ 7.30pm Easter Vigil 

Easter Sunday ~ 11.00am Mass of Easter 

All Services during Holy Week are listed in a booklet available in the porch – do please take one. 

 

Parish Collection – Standing Orders 
Many thanks to those who have taken a Standing Order form and/or a Gift Aid form. Additional forms 

are available after Mass this weekend. Completed forms can be returned in the basket at the back of 

Church or handed in to the sacristy. 

If you have a standing order and haven’t changed it for a while you might want to kindly consider 

increasing it to keep up with inflation and increasing costs. Many thanks for your support of our Parish. 

 

Service of Reconciliation 
As part of our preparation for Easter there will be a Service of Reconciliation, with General Absolution , at 7.00pm on Monday of Holy Week (25 th 

March). 

 

Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage 

Eleanor and Grace (Altar servers, Saturday 5.30pm)  and Noah are again joining the Archdiocese Youth 

pilgrimage to Lourdes this year. 

They are holding an Easter Family Fun Bingo night on Friday 22nd March in Parish Hall. Doors open at 6.00pm 

with eyes down at 6.30pm. Tickets are £2 each entry fee and then bingo books can be bought on the night. Soft 

and hot drinks as well as cakes, sweets and  snacks will be available to purchase on the night. Should you want 

anything stronger, please bring your own drinks. 

There will also be other Chocolate and Easter related games on the evening. 

Tickets will be on sale  before and after Mass in forthcoming weeks. 

If anyone would like to donate chocolate/easter eggs or any prizes /donations for the tombola, 

there will be a box in back of church.  
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Exposition and Benediction 
There will be a period of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after the 9.30am Mass this coming 

Thursday as we prepare to celebrate Holy Week. The service will end with Benediction. 
 

Lenten Music at the Cathedral 

You are invited to a programme of sacred music sung by the Cathedral Choir. All are at 3.000pm 

unless stated: 

Sunday 17th March   Lamentations of Jeremiah  Tallis 

Sunday 24th March (7.30pm)  Tenebrae  
 

Portico Fundraisers 

There will be a coffee morning in the Parish Hall after Mass this Sunday, and the Easter Raffle 

will be drawn. All Are welcome. 
 

Lenten Talk: Jesus Passion for the Kingdom of God 

7.00 – 8.00pm on Monday 11th March at St Anne’s Church, Prescot Road, Ormskirk, L39 4TG. 

Join David McLoughlin, Emeritus Fellow of Christian Theology at Newman University, as he 

explores the key events, clashes, and challenges that led to Jesus' death in St Mark's Gospel and 

re-examine with him the meaning of that death. 

 

Carrying the Cross – St Luke’s Church 

The Missionaries of Charity will be undertaking the Carrying of the Cross on Saturday 23rd March 

at 2.00pm at the junction of Church Street and Lord Street and finish at St Luke’s Bombed Out 

Church. 
 

Feast Days This Week  
Monday St Cyril of Jerusalem – He was born of Christian parents in the year 315. He succeeded Maximus 

as Bishop of Jerusalem in the year 348. He was involved in the defence of the true faith in the 

Arian heresy, and more than once was sentenced to exile due to the enmity of Acacius of Ceaserea.. 

His Catechesis in which he explained the true doctrine of the faith, especially in relation to the true 

nature of the Son of God, and Sacred Scripture as well as the tradition of the Church for the sake 

of the people show his pastoral zeal. His writings are filled with the loving and forgiving nature of 

God and the healing power of the Holy Spirit. He died in 386. 

Tuesday  ST JOSEPH, HUSBAND OF MARY - We know no words of his, but God gave him great responsibility 

as the foster father of the Child Jesus. He was of royal lineage and was greeted by the angel as 

“Son of David”, a royal title also used for Jesus. He accepted with great faith, and in the Scriptures 

he is described as a just man. He is Patron of the Universal Church and of the Archdiocese of 

Liverpool. 

Saturday St Toribo Alfonso de Mogrovejo – Born in Spain, he was originally a lawyer and Professor at 

Salamanca University, and despite being a layman he was made chief judge of the Inquisition in 

Granada by Philip II.. Very unexpectedly he was appointed Archbishop of Peru in the late 16th 

Century, and it took him seven years to make his first visitation around his vast diocese. He showed 

a deep zeal to aid the poor and defend the rights of the Indians who were suffering severely under 

Spanish occupation which often gave appalling example of tyranny, oppression and a cynical 

disregard for Christian moral teaching. He founded schools, churches, hospitals and the first 

seminary in the New World. To assist his pastoral work among the Indians he also mastered several 

Indian dialects. He died in the year 1606. 

  



 5th Sunday of Lent (B) 
Mass Times and Intentions 

Divine Office – Psalter Week 1 

 

Saturday 16th March 5.30pm Joyce Prendergast (Anniversary) 

Sunday 17th March 11.00am Michael Delahunty 

Tuesday 19th March 9.30am C Coleridge 

Wednesday 20th March  NO MASS 

Thursday 21st March 
Exposition & Benediction 

9.30am Holy Souls 

Saturday 23rd March 5.30pm Thomas McEllin 

Sunday 24th March 11.00am John Fletcher 

 

Sunday Liturgy 
Proper of the Mass  p. 170 

Penitential Rite Form C p.      

Profession of Faith Apostles’s   p.   12 

Preface Lent I     p.   56 

Eucharistic Prayer Prayer 2 p.   25 

 

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention  
For the martyrs of our day. We pray that those who risk their lives for the Gospel in 

various parts of the world will inflame the Church with their courage and missionary 

enthusiasm. 

 

March is the month of St Joseph, husband of Mary. He was the foster father of God’s only Son, 

Jesus, “hence it came about that the Word of God was humbly subject to Joseph, who ministered 

to all the needs of the family at Nazareth” (Pope Leo XIII). He is the Patron of the Universal 

Church, and his Feast is on 19th March. 

________________________________________________________________ 
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